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THE  IDLE  BOY. 


FREDERIC  was  nine  years  of  age? 
and  a  boy  of  good  abilities?  but  he 
was  very  indolent,  and  would  rather 
trifle  away  his  time,  than  attend  to 
his  necessary  avocations.  Great  dis- 
advantages result  from  an  idle  dis- 
position, as  in  the  case  of  Frederic. 
His  papa  one  day  told  him,  and  his 
brothers,  Frank  and  George,  that  if 
they  had  repeated  all  their  lessons 
correctly,  and  written  their  copies, 
by  twelve  o'clock,  they  should  take 
a  ride  with  him  to  the  next  town  to 
see  a  collection  of  wild  beasts. — 
They  were  highly  delighted  with 
their  father's  proposition,  and  re- 
solved, at  the  moment,  to  lose  no 
time  in  performing  their  allotted 
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tasks.  They  left  off  play  directly, 
fetched  their  books  and  sat  down 
seemingly  intent  upon  learning  them 
in  good  earnest.  Frank  and  George 
were  industrious  boys,  and  their  at- 
tention, when  once  fixed,  was  not 
easily  diverted  from  its  object. — 
They  recollected  that  it  wanted  on- 
ly two  hours  till  twelve  o'clock,  and 
determined  to  try  to  accomplish  all 
that  their  father  had  given  them  to 
do,  in  order  to  be  ready  the  moment 
the  carriage  came  to  the  door. — •• 
Frederic  followed  their  example  for 
about  ten  minutes,  but  he  then  be- 
gan to  loll  about,  and  to  play  with 
his  pen,  and  his  pencil  case,  and  the 
keys  of  his  desk,  and  whatever  else 
happened  to  be  in  his  way,  instead 
of  attending  to  what  he  ought,  so 
that  for  the  first  hour  nothing  was 
done.  The  clock  struck  eleven. 
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George  and  Frederic. 

"  Have  you  learnt  your  lessons? 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  repeat  them  to 
papa,  Frederic?"  said  George. 

"  Oh  no,  that  I  have  not!"  replied 
Frederic;  "I  began  learning  this 
tiresome  hie,  hose,  hoc,  an  hour  ago, 
and  I  cannot  half  say  it.  Oh,  what  a 
beautiful  butterfly! — look,  George?" 
so  saying,  the  idle  boy  threw  down 
his  Eton  grammar,  and  jumped  out 
of  the  open  window  in  a  moment. 
He  chased  the  painted  wanderer 
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from  flower  to  flower;  for  now  it 
hovered  over  the  bed  of  roses,  and 
then,  lightly  flitting  from  shrub  to 
shrub,  settled  for  an  instant  on  an 
almond  blossom,  and  at  length,  be- 
ing as  fond  of  novelty  as  Frederic 
himself,  quickly  changed  its  station, 
alighted  on  the  gravel  walk.  From 


George  and  tlie  Butterfly* 

the  garden  it  winged  its  way  to  the 
fields  beyond  it,  and  its  young  pur- 
suer, totally  regardless  of  his  fa- 
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ther's  kind  proposition,  still  follow- 
ed it.  At  last,  however,  weary  of 
the  chase,  he  relinquished  it  as  fruit- 
less, and  returned  to  the  house. — 
Judge  of  his  surprise  and  vexation, 
when  he  found  that  it  was  twenty 
minutes  after  twelve,  and  that  his 
father  and  brothers  had  just  set  off. 
There  lay  the  grammar,  as  he  had 
left  it,  on  the  carpet,  whilst  George's 
was  put  carefully  by;  there  laid  his 
copy  book  untouched  on  the  table, 
whilst  Frank's  copy  was  neatly  writ- 
ten; and  there  was  his  slate,  with 
the  figures  only  partially  made,  on 
the  desk  beside  it;  whilst  his  broth- 
ers had  completed  theirs,  and  put  up 
their  slates  into  their  proper  places. 
Beneath  the  unfinished  sums  Fred- 
eric's father  had  written  these  lines, 
evidently  intended  for  his  perusal  : 
"  George  and  Frank  will  accom- 
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pany  me  to  the  menagerie,  as  they 
have  been  attentive  and  industrious; 
but  you  have  been  an  idle  boy,  and 
do  not  deserve  such  an  indulgence. 
You  must  therefore  remain  at  home; 
and  may  you  learn,  from  this  disap- 
pointment, to  attend  more  steadily 
to  your  lessons  during  the  time  al- 
lotted to  the  purpose;  and  also  that 
idle  people  cannot  be  truly  happy. 
It  may  indeed  seem  pleasanter  for 
the  time  to  run  after  butterflies,  than 
to  acquire  useful  and  necessary  in- 
formation; but  disappointment  and 
vexation  will  always  follow  the  hours 
so  unprofitably  wasted. 

"  Youth  is  the  time  for  storing  the 
mind  with  knowledge;  and  it  ought 
to  be  the  habitual  desire  of  young 
people  to  make,  the  best  use  of  ev- 
ery moment,  instead  of  trifling  away 
hour  after  hour  in  indolence." 


THE  MENAGERIE. 


WHEN  George  and  Frank  and 
their  father  reached  the  town,  they 
saw  two  or  three  large  carriages 
painted  of  a  yellow  color;  and  there 
was  a  large  picture,  hoisted  between 
two  poles,  upon  one  of  them,  repre- 
senting a  tiger  and  a  lion.  A  little 
flight  of  steps  led  to  a  landing-place 
or  gallery,  that  seemed  to  form  an 
entrance  to  the  enclosure,  and  this 
enclosure  their  father  told  them  was 
the  menagerie.  No  sooner  had  they 
entered  it,  than  they  were  struck 
with  the  loud  roaring  noises  made 
by  the  various  animals  it  contained, 
which,  together  with  the  din  in  the 
street  outside,  for  it  was  a  holy-day, 
almost  bewildered  them.  In  a  short 
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time,  however,  they  became  accus- 
tomed to  it,  and  were  able  to  walk 
quietly  round  the  enclosure,  and  ex- 
amine the  animals  at  their  leisure." 


The  Elephant. 

"  Oh,  papa!"  said  Frank, "  here  is 
an    elephant! — how    sagacious    he 
looks!    May  1  give  him  an  apple,  to 
see  him  put  it  into  his  mouth  with 
his  trunk?"     "You  may,"  replied 
Frank's  father.     Frank  did  so,  and  jfi 
was  highly  delighted  with   seeing' 
the  animal  take  up  the  apple  in  a 
moment  with  the  end  of  his  trunk  or 
proboscis,  and  put  it  in  his  mouth. 
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"  Elephants,"  said  Mr.  L.,  "  are 
mostly  brought  from  Ceylon,  a  large 
island  near  Asia;  but  they  also 
inhabit  many  countries  of  Africa, 
where  they  live  upon  herbs  and  fruit, 
and  the  tender  parts  of  shrubs,  or 
the  grain  of  the  bamboo.  The  ele- 
phant always  takes  his  food  by 
means  of  his  trunk,  as  you  have  seen 
this  do.  If  he  wants  to  eat,  he  puts 
down  his  trunk,  tears  up  the  grass 
or  bamboos,  and  makes  bundles  of 
them,  which  he  carries  to  his  mouth. 
When  he  wants  to  drink,  he  dips 
the  end  of  his  trunk  in  water,  and 
thus  conveys  a  sufficient  quantity  to 
his  mouth.  He  can  lift  great  weight 
with  it;  and  if  your  little  sister  Car- 
oline were  put  in  his  cage,  and  his 
keeper  told  him  to  place  her  on  his 
back,  he  would  do  so  in  a  moment." 

"But,  papa,"   said   Frank,   "of 
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what  use  are  those  two  great  horns 
which  the  elephant  has  on  each  side 
of  his  mouth?" 

"  Those  horns,  as  you  term  them," 
replied  Mr.  L.,  "  are  his  tusks,  and 
form  what  is  usually  called  ivory." 


Tlie  Tiger* 


The  boys  now  went  on  to  the  next 
division  in  the  menagerie,  which 
contained  a  tiger.  "This  animal," 
said  their  father,  "  is  a  native  of  the 
East  Indies,  where  it  is  a  tyrant  of 
the  forests,  its  dreadful  roar  carry- 
ing terror  and  destruction  wherever 
it  is  heard.  Yonder  is  a  lion,  with 
his  long  shaggy  mane.  The  lion  is 
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a  native  of  the  burning  plains  of  Af- 
rica. His  majestic  deportment,  and 
his  superiority  over  most  other  ani- 
mals, have  obtained  for  him  the  title 
of  the  King  of  Beasts.  He  is  bold 
and  intrepid,  but  his  natural  temper 
is  not  cruel,  and  he  can  be  more 
easily  tamed  than  the  tiger.  There 
is  a  polar  bear.  The  polar  bear  is 
found  among  the  icy  mountains,  in 
the  countries  north  of  Europe;  those 
countries  are  called  the  polar  re- 
gions. Here  is  a  lynx,  with  its  long 
ears ;  the  lynx  gains  its  subsistence 
by  devouring  other  animals,  which 
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The  Lynx. 

it  will  pursue  to  the  very  tops  of 
trees.  The  skin  of  this  animal 
changes  its  color  according  to  the 
season  and  climate. 


The  Leopard* 


There  is  a  leopard,  with  its  spotted 
skin.  Those  beautiful  spots  are 
Composed  of  four  or  five  black  dots 


^o 
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arranged  in  a  circle,  and  not  imper- 
fectly representing  the  vestige  left 
by  the  animal's  foot  upon  the  sand. 
Beside  the  leopard  is  a  kangaroo." 


The  Kangaroo* 

"  And  what  is  that  animal  next  to 
the  kangaroo,  papa,"  said  George. 


The  Zebra. 


'  That  is  a  zebra,'7  said  Mr.  L.  ; 
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"  It  is  a  native  of  Africa.  When  you 
reach  home,  I  will  lend  you  a  work 
on  Natural  History,  in  which  you 
may  read  an  interesting  account  of 
all  the  animals  you  have  seen  to-day. 
There  you  will  find  that  some  are  re- 
markable for  their  strength  and  in- 
trepidity ;  others  for  their  fierceness 
and  cruelty  ;  and  others  for  their  re- 
markable segacity,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  elephant.  You  may  acquire  a 
deal  of  information,  from  the  same 
work,  respecting  their  modes  and 
habits  of  life  also;  and  you  will  find 
that  some  possess  a  very  superior 
degree  of  instinct  to  what  others 
do.  God  has  given  to  every  created 
thing  the  capacity  best  calculated  for 
its  enjoyment.  Upon  man  he  has  be- 
stowed reason;  the  brute  creation  he 
has  given  instinct,  which  supplies  its 
place,  and  serves  instead  of  know- 
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ledge,  experience,  and  understand- 
ing, the  concomitants  of  the  former." 

"  I  wish,  papa,"  said  Frank,  as  he 
seated  himself  in  the  carriage  by  the 
side  of  his  father,  "that  poor  Fred- 
eric had  been  with  us  to-day.  How 
delighted  he  would  have  been  to  see 
the  elephant  pick  up  a  sixpence,  and 
put  it  in  that  little  box !" 

"  I  am  sorry,  my  dear,  that  your 
brother  lost  the  pleasure  of  accom- 
panying us  in  consequence  of  his 
own  indolence  and  inattention,"  said 
Mr.  L. ;  "but  I  hope  he  will  be  roused 
to  greater  exertions  in  future,  and 
that  he  will  endeavor  to  imitate  your 
example  by  attending  to  his  lessons 
at  the  proper  time,  in  order  to  enjoy 
relaxation,  which  will  be  rendered 
doubly  delightful  by  two  or  three 
hour^  of  prefious  industry." 

After  reading  in  the  work  which 
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his  father  lent  him,  an  account  of 
each  animal  he  had  seen  cluring  his 
visit  to  the  Menagerie,  George  found 
an  interesting  part  which  described 
the  whale.  This  was  more  interest- 
ing to  him,  because  he  lived  in  the 
United  States.  From  thence  a  large 
number  of  men  annually  sail  out,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  whales  from 
the  seas  in  which  they  live.  When 
taken  they  are  cut  to  pieces,  and 
from  their  carcases  is  extracted  the 
article  we  use  in  our  lamps,  which 
is  called  Lamp  Oil.  For  the  bene- 
fit of  other  little  readers,  the  account 
may  be  found  on  the  next  page. 


WHALES. 


Now,  little  boys  and  girls,  I  will 
tell  you  some  fine  stories  about 
catching  whales.  Here  is  the  pic- 
ture of  one,  an  hundred  feet  long,  or 
as  long  as  the  mast  of  a  ship,  and 
as  big  round  as  a  hay  stack.  It  will 
weigh  one  hundred  tons,  or  as  much 
as  thirty  yoke  of  oxen  can  draw  on 
level  ground.  His  mouth  is  thirty 
feet  long,  and  when  open  it  is  large 
enough  to  drive  in  a  horse  and  gig. 
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But  all  whales  are  not  so  large. 
Some  of  them  are  not  more  than 
twenty  feet  long.  It  may  be  well 
for  you  to  know  the  different  kinds 
of  whales,  where  they  live,  how  they 
are  caught,  &c.  so  I  will  tell  you. 

The  Beaked  Whale  is  the  small- 
est kind.  It  is  said  to  be  only  twen- 
ty feet  long,  and  generally  lives  off 
the  coast  of  Norway. 

The  Finner  is  forty  or  fifty  feet 
in  length.  It  is  called  the  Finner, 
because  he  has  a  fin  on  his  back, 
which  no  other  kind  of  whale  has. 
This  kind  also  lives  in  the  Northern 
Atlantic  Ocean. 

The  Broad-nosed  whale,  which 
is  found  near  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
Scotland  and  Norway,  is  from  fifty 
to  eighty  feet  long  ;  but  as  it  gives 
little  oil,  this  kind  of  whale  is  not 
much  sought  after. 
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But  the  Razor  Back  is  the  larg- 
est of  the  whale  tribe,  and  probably 
the  largest  and  most  powerful  of  all 
animals  God  has  made.  Thirty 
yoke  of  stout  oxen  would  hardly 
draw  one  of  these  whales  on  level 
ground,  even  if  it  were  swung  on 
wheels.  % 

The  Spermaceti  is  another  kind 
of  whale.  From  this,  the  beautiful 
candles  you  sometimes  see,  are 
made.  This  kind  of  whale  is  found 
principally  in  the  Southern  Pacific 
Ocean.  Lfrge  numbers  of  them 
are  every  year  killed  by  whaling 
fishermen,  who  go  out  in  vessels 
from  Nantucket,  New-Bedford,  and 
other  places.  Spermaceti  Whales 
go  in  droves,  like  herds  of  cattle. — 
Several  hundred  of  them  are  some- 
times found  together. 
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